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[Abstract:] Asks information relative to effect of coining silver at ratio of 15 Vi to 1 - upon 
production & prices. 

University of Wisconsin, 

Madison, Wis. 

July 21, 1891 

Hon. O.C. Bosbyshell, 

Superintendent of the Mint at Philadelphia 

Dear Sir: - 

I am investigating inter-national bimetallism in connection with the Department of 
Political Economy and Finance at our University, and if you should feel inclined to answer a few 
questions, you would place me under the greatest obligations to you. 

If the value of silver was raised to correspond to gold at the ratio of 15 Vi : 1, do you 
think that the world’s silver production would be increased sufficiently to cause a depreciation of 
the currency and a serious rise of prices? 

Would the increased production, if any took place, be of long duration? 

If Great Britain, France, Germany, and the U.S. should adopt international bimetallism at 
the ratio of 15 Vi : 1. Would the increased production, if any be likely to disturb that ratio? 

Is it probable that the cost of producing the precious metals will be much cheapened by 
improved metallurgical processes? 

Is it safe to assume that new discoveries will be off-set by the failing of old mines? 

Is it probable that we have reached the maximum production of gold and silver and that 
the general tendency in the future will be for one or both to decrease? 

Is the production of gold or silver apt to be the steadier in the future? 

I shall feel under great obligations to you for any information that you may give me. 

Begging pardon for this intruding upon your kindness, being an entire stranger, 

I am, Very respectfully yours, 

Chas. L. Parlin 



